                                       
Briefing – Please treat items in italics as advice from Clerk. 

Councillors may add issues as long as these relate to the published agenda.


Minutes of the 661st meeting of Toft Parish Council at 7pm on Monday 4th July 2011 in The People’s Hall, Toft

Present:  Cllr Paul Hercus (Chairman), Cllr John Betson, Cllr Martin Yeadon, Cllr Jeanne McCarten, Cllr Pat Gouldstone, and Cllr Elizabeth Dolman. 

Cllr Fiona Whelan (Cambridgeshire CC), Cllr Tumi Hawkins (South Cambridgeshire DC), and two members of the public.

In attendance:   Robert Stone (Clerk & RFO).            

	No.
	Agenda Items

	95 


	Welcome

Cllr Hercus welcomed everyone to the meeting.



	96
	Apologies 

- Cllr Rebecca Howling who was attending CPALC training.

	97
	Declarations of interest relating to items on the agenda

None.



	98   
	Public Participation on Agenda items & matters of mutual interest

County Councillor – Cllr Whelan reported that the guided bus would be open on 7th August.  Cambridgeshire CC had focused on practical rather than financial problems.  She hoped that the outstanding monies - £55m to £73m – would not need to be met by the taxpayer.

Comberton VC’s new 6th Form Centre had been officially opened.  The appeal by Toft’s parents against the removal of the primary school bus service had been lost.   

She was concerned that the hedges along the route had been cut back two weeks before the appeal, and recommended investigating “Safer Routes to School”. 

Prospective cuts of the Route 18 bus service were also a concern.  She hoped to arrange a get together meeting of local parishes on the evening of 15th July to discuss the issues.  A Cambridge city resident had launched a judicial review of the bus service cuts on the basis that no impact assessment had been carried out.

District Councillor  – Cllr Hawkins reported on SCDC’s Business Step Up Competition; the submission of sites for new housing development; the Community Pride Awards; the referral of the Meridian Golf Club planning application to the Planning Committee; and that the planning application for the Old Grain Barn at Church Farm remained at the consultation stage.

A member of the public reported that a post had been pushed over on the village green.  The architect for proposed residential development on the site of Toft’s garage in School Lane advised that a further meeting had been held with SCDC planners, and that agreement reached on modifications to the plans.   



	 99
	Matters arising from previous meetings 

11/54 (i)  Cambs CC costings for safety works in Toft.

Advice has been received from CCC’s road engineer.  Installation of road “cushions on either side of the corner by he village green would cost £11k plus stage 2 costs of £222.60, and officer costs.  No lighting works were required.  A budget of £12k would probably be sufficient.

Further research was required to look at alternative options such as speed flashing signs.  Community consultation & meeting would be needed.  Karen Lunn should be invited.  An agenda item for September.

                                                 Action: Clerk
No advice received from Cambridgeshire 

CC’s road engineer to date.  Cllr McCarten

Undertook to chase again.

11/70  Nomination of Trustees to Joseph Warboys and William Eversden Charities 

Cllr Hercus agreed to check that Toft PC holds this responsibility under the terms of charity’s governing documents. 

                                       Action:  Cllr Hercus
Confirmation received that Toft PC holds                 this responsibility under the terms of their     governing documents?

11/83  Structural and electrical integrity testing of SCDC lighting column
Issues remain to be clarified by the Clerk.

Action: Clerk
11/84 Cambs CC P3 footpath grant application.

Notification of success or otherwise not yet received.

11/84  HMRC VAT refund claim.

Remains outstanding.             Action: Clerk

11/85  Inquiries to be made of RoSPA about the safety of the footpath                     between Toft and Comberton.                               
Advice received from RoSPA that Traffic Management and Safety Ltd could carry out a safety survey.
11/85   Refurbishment of parish notice  board.
Cllr Betson advised that he had made inquiries.  Refurbishment would be delayed pending completion of other works.

11/85  Draft Standing Orders

Outstanding.                            Action: Clerk

11/87  Installation of new kissing gates.

To await outcome of P3 grant application; and success or otherwise of planning application to provide a new community orchard.

11/93    To discuss employing professional assistance to help finalise the parish plan
Outstanding business from meeting of 20th June 2011.  The Council approved, and set a budget of £150.                     Action: Clerk

11/93  To determine whether or not to accept a presentation on affordable housing by Cambridgeshire ACRE prior to the 2011housing needs survey for the parish

Outstanding from meeting of 20th June 2011.   The Council took the view that view this would be helpful at either October’s or November’s meeting.               Action: Clerk


	100
	Consideration of correspondence
The next Parish Planning Forum on 20th July 6pm to 8pm at SCDC.

Cllr Hercus indicated an interest in attending.  Cllr Howling may also be interested.                        Action: Clerk
Parish Plan – offer of professional help.

See Item 103.

East Anglian Region Tree Warden Forum on Saturday 8th October 2011 at Sawston Village College

The Council expressed no interest in attending.

Parish member vacancy on SCDC’s  Standards Committee.

Four candidates.  Toft PC decided to vote for the Teversham candidate.
Cambs CC update on Annual Grass Cutting of Public Rights of Way

Map now received and available for Cllrs to see.  It is currently held by Cllr McCarten.

Draft Parish Charter to enable better coordination of work between all levels of local government.

Comments invited from parish councils.

Cllr Dolman volunteered to go through this 16 page document.

CCC guide to how local communities can change speed limits. 

Cllr Yeadon undertook to read the options that were available, and to advise Cllrs.

                                    Action: Cllr Yeadon
SCDC Community Pride and Village Hero Awards. Deadline:  29th July 2011

Toft PC decided not to enter in 2011 as so many individuals contributed to village life.  This decision would be reviewed in 2012. 



	101
	Finance

i) The Council approved the following payments to 4th July 2011
Cheque

Payment details

Detail

£ gross

£net

£vat

1782

Buchan Landscapes and Grounds Maintenance

3nd invoice

Grass cutting of verges, village green & recreation ground in May.

346.80

289.00

57.80

1783

CACRE Payroll

1st Q & Yr end

28.92

24.10

4.82

1784

Out and About

Seat by Toft sign

60.00

60.00

-

1785

Clerk

Net salary

289.56

289.56

-

1786

HMRC

PAYE –Clerk

72.40

72.40

-

1787

Clerk’s expenses  
£47.10

Mobile phone  

SLCC training at St Neots

Stationery

13.32

28.60

5.18

11.11

28.60

4.32

2.21

-

0.86

1788

Toft People’s Hall

Hire in May11

10.00

10.00

-

1789

SLCC Conference 

Daventry 12/7

78.00

65.00

13.00

Total

932.78

854.09

78.69

ii) To note spreadsheet analysis of payments to end of first quarter, 

                 and to review the budget for 2011/12.

                 The Clerk circulated the latest spreadsheet to Councillors for their               

                  information and advised that projected expenditure for the current 

                  financial year was approaching £20,000, some £2,000 more than in the 

                  initial budget.   



	102


	Business item(s) requiring a decision or consideration by the Council

1. Action Priorities:
Safety on roads                                                                                                            - The Council discussed challenging the results of the recent Cambridgeshire CC hearing on the removal of the school bus; and whether to accept the quote of £1,145 + vat from Traffic Management and Safety Ltd to carry out a “walking routes to school” risk assessment between Toft and Meridian School.                       

The Council resolved to investigate “Safer routes to school”; and to ask    Cllr Fiona Whelan to make a final appeal on behalf of Toft.  Action:  Clerk

 Support for the Youth 

 The Clerk reported that advice had been received from the contractor who carried out the resurfacing works on the recreation ground that the levelling and reseeding had been a success.  Minor works are now required to repair rabbit damage, carefully carry out a first cut and remove cuttings, and to roll the site to compact the surface.  This might mean that the netting can be removed.  The Council’s grass cutting contractors could maintain the site thereafter.

 A verbal quote of £80 (+ vat) had been submitted.  Was the Council content?  The Council approved the additional works.        Action: Clerk

         Support for the elderly in the Village     

        i)  Toft’s Friendship Club. 

It was noted that the programme of activities for the coming year had not yet been prepared.  

ii)  A replacement seat outside St Andrew’s Church.

                             No response had been received to date in response to the 

                             Council’s invitation to villagers to sponsor a seat.  Cllr Gouldstone 

                             said she would ask the PCC to choose a seat and the position for  

                             installation and that she would report back at the next PC meeting.  

                                                                                          Action: Cllr Gouldstone                              

        2.   To consider current planning applications by Mr Anthony Gardiner: 

               i)  S/1113/11 to erect a dwelling following demolition of vehicle workshop at 

                   79 School Lane; and 

               ii)  related application  S/1148/11 requesting conservation area consent for 

                     demolition of the workshop.

            The Council resolved to recommend approval of both.  No issues were 

             identified.                    Action: Clerk to notify South Cambridgeshire DC


	103  
	  To receive reports and consider any issues arising: 

· Footpath report – Cllr McCarten raised concern about the overgrown footpath through the proposed community orchard.   Action: Clerk to raise with the land owner.
· Parish Plan – The Council approve expenditure of £150 to help finalise the final report.                   Action: Clerk
· Village works – No one had volunteered for litter picking.  The Clerk reported that he had ordered 30mph bin stickers from SCDC but was being required to complete a pro forma.  He would liaise with SCDC officers to resolve the issue.


	104
	   Matters raised by Members

Cllr Hercus raised the latest Toft Traffic Survey that was carried out on 25th May 2011.  There has been a decrease in vehicle movements since 2005, and an increase in the number of bicycles.

Cllr Dolman requested that consideration of planning applications be brought forward in future agendas so that parishioners did not have to sit through other business before their item was discussed.                                    Action: Clerk
Councillors noted SCDC’s request to parishes to look at possible sites for housing and took the view that this could be added to September’s annual walk around Toft.                            

                                        Action:  All at 10.30am on Saturday 3rd September 2011.


The meeting ended at 9.25pm.
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